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IN THE CLAIMS 

For the convenience of the Examiner, all pending claims of the present Application 
are shown below whether or not an amendment has been made. Please refer to any attached 
sheets showing a marked up version of any amendments to the specification and claims. 



1 . (Amended) A system for rebat^processing, comprising: 

a plurality of first devices associated with promotion sponsors, the first devices 
operable to communicate information describing promotions to a rebate processing center; 

a plurality of second devices associated with consumers, the second devices operable 
to communicate information indicating^urchases of products to the rebate processing center; 
and 

the rebate processing center ,j)5omprising: 

a first memory operable to store promotion information describing the 
promotions available for the purchases, the promotion information comprising, for each of 
the promotions, a promotion sponsof identifier indicating a selected one of the promotion 
sponsors, a promotion identifier, ^oinption requirement, and at least one disbursement 
option; / 

a second memoT?/\Qpdcablc to store^ transaction information indicating the 
purchases of the products/ the trLisaction inforai^on comprising, for each of the purchases, 
a consumer identifier, a rebate r ^uest ^tatus, and a promotion identifier matching to a 
selected one of the promotions; and 

a processor operable to process rebate requests by associating the purchases 
with the promotions using the promotion identifiers and determining whether selected 
transaction informa^on for the purchases satisfies the rebate requirements for the promotions, 
the processor fiirther operable to provide rebate status updates to the consumers using the 
rebate request st^ses and to generate promotion reports, a promotion report comprising 
selected promo/on information for at least one of the promotions having a particular 
promotion sponsor identifier. 
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2. (Amended) The system of Claim ly wherein the promotion information 
comprises, for at least one of the promotions, a^lurality of disbursement options for 
receiving an authorized rebate, at least one of the plurality of disbursement options having a 
cash value to a recipient different than another oae of the plurality of disbursement options. 



3. (Canceled) 



4. The system of Claim 1, wherein the second devices are further operable to 
output a rebate request form in a format^uitable for mailing. 



5, (Amended) The system of Claim 1, wherein at least one first device is" 
operable to receive one of the promotiopj^ports, the received promotion report comprising a 
number of rebate requests and/a J^^^ago rate for eachy^omotion associated with a 
promotion sponsor. 



6. (Amended) Tlie system of Claim lO^herein at least one second device is 
operable to receive one of rkate status jitS^s from the rebate processing center, the 
received rebate status update indicatmgTlie rebate request status for rebate requests submitted 
to the rebate processing center by a user of the second device. 



7. The system of/ciaim 1, wherein at least one second device is operable to 
receive an authorizatiltn upon approval of a rebate request, the authorization having a 
plurality of selectablejdisbursement options. 
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8. (Amended) An apparatus for rebate proc^sing, comprising: 

a first memory operable to store promcmon information describing a plurality 
of promotions, the promotion information competing, for each of the promotions, a 
promotion sponsor identifier, a promotion identified promotion requirements, and at least one 
disbursement option; 

a second memory operable W store transaction information indicating a 
plurality of product purchases, the transaonon information comprising, for each of the 
purchases, a consvmier identifier, a rebate request status, and a promotion identifier matching 
to a selected one of the promotions; and 

a processor operable tQ;w)rocess rebate requests by associating the product 
purchases with the promotions usingfthe promotion identifiers and determining whether 
selected transaction information fdfm^ purchases satisfies the rebate requirements for the 
promotions, the processor furthe^f erable to provide rebate status updates to the consumers 
using the rebate request statu/es and/o generate promotion reports, a promotion report 
comprising selected promotioi/' information for at lea^t/one of the promotions having a 
particular promotion sponsor identifier. 



9. The apparatus of Oaim 8, furtipr comprising an interface operable: 
to receive promotion inforrnation fccfm a plurality of promotion sponsors describing 

the promotions; 

to receive tran/action information^ from a plurality of consumers indicating the 
product purchases. 

10. The apparatus of Clay^n 9, wherein the interface is operable to receive 

H I 

information electronically using the Internet. 



11. Tne apparatus oy Claim 8, wherein the interface is operable to receive 
transaction infqnnation entere^from a rebate request form mailed by a purchaser of a 
product. 
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T) A 12^ (Amended) The apparatus of Claim .8, further comprising an interface 

operable to communicate one of the promotion repoijs/to a promotion sponsor in response to 
a request from the promotion sponsor. 

13. (Amended) The apparatus of ClSim 8, further comprising an interface 
operable to communicate one of the promotion reports to a promotion sponsor, the 
communicated promotion report comprising a number of rebate requests and a breakage rate 
for each promotion associated with the promotion sponsor. 

authorization to a consumer upon approy^|g*\a rebate request, the authorization having a 
15. (Canceled) 




16. (Amended) The apparatus of Claim 8, wherein at least one promotion 
comprises a plurality of disburseni^u^ptkyns'fb^ receiving an authorized rebate, at least one 
of the plurality of disbursement ^options having a cash value to a recipient different than 
another one of the plurality of disbursement options. 

17. The apparatu^ o^^Illaim 16, wherein the disbursement options comprise a cash 
rebate and a credit voucher.! 



18. The appara^s of Claim 16, wherein at least one promotion comprises: 
a product identifie 



11 

an end date for tha promotion; and 
a geographic target for the promotion. 
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19. (Amended) The apparatus of Claim 8, v^erein at least one transaction 
comprises: 

personal information of the purchaser of the prodnct; and 
purchase information. 




20. (Amended) A method for rebate processing, comprising 



storing promotion information describin^a plurality of promotions, the promotion 
information comprising, for each of the promotions, a promotion sponsor identifier, a 
promotion identifier, promotion requirements^^d at least one disbursement option; 

storing transaction information indicating^ a plurality of product purchases, the 
transaction information comprising, for/ sa^T^ the purchases, a consimier identifier 
indicating one of the consumers and a prc^otio^/identifier matching to a^selected one of the 
promotions; 

processing rebate requests by/associam5g the product pmehases with the promotions 
using the promotion identifiers, wherein processing a rebate^^^uest for a selected one of the 
purchases comprises determining ^hMier transaction^^iillbrmation for the selected purchase 
satisfies the rebate requirements ^or th^ ^omQ jicm indicated by the promotion identifier for 
the selected purchase; / 

providing rebate status updates to the consiamers using the rebate request statuses; and 

// 

generate promotion reports, a promotion report comprising selected promotion 
information for at least onefof the promotions having a particular promotion sponsor 
identifier. 




21 . The methoi^bf Cj^im 20, fiirther comprising: 

receiving, fi-om a plura^ty of promotion sponsors, promotion information describing 
the promotions; and 

receiving, fi*om/a plurality of consumers, transaction information indicating the 
product purchases. 



22. The method of Claim 21, wherein the steps of receiving are perfomied 
electronically using t^e l/temet. 
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23. The method of Claim 21, further comprising tye step of receiving transaction 
information entered from a rebate req(uest form mailed by a purchaser of a product. 



24. (Amended) The method of Claim 21, fiir^er comprising: 

receiving a request from a promotion sponsor ^for a status of promotions associated 
with the promotion sponsor; 

determining a promotion sponsor identifier for the promotion sponsor; 

generating a promotion report for at least ypne of the promotions associated with the 
determined promotion sponsor identifier; and 

communicating the generated promotion^report to the promotion sponsor. 



25. (Amended) The method of 01ama2jK wherein the generated promotion report 
comprises a number of rebate requests ari^^br^age rate for each promotion associated 
with the promotion sponsor. 




26. (Amended) The method/Jpf Claim 20, fiirther comirrising: 
approving a rebate request; 
communicating an authorizationxto a consumerijpmi approving the rebate request, the 

authorization having a plurality of cUsbursenT^nt-tJ^uons; and 
receiving a selection of the/disbursement options. 

27. (Canceled) 

^ — 28. (Amended) '^he method of Claim 20, wherein at least one promotion 

O comprises a plurality of disbursement options for receiving an authorized rebate, at least one 
of the plurality of disbursement options having a cash value to a recipient different than 
another one of the plurality/ ^f disbursement options, 

/ 

29. (Amende^d) The method of Claim 28, wherein the disbursement options 
comprise a cash rebate and a credit voucher. 
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30. The method of Claim 20, wherein at least one prqmotion compnses: 
a product identifier/ 
an end date for the promotion; and 



a geographic t^J^et for the promotion. 




"ST 



31. (Amended) The method of Claim 20, wherein at least one transaction 
comprises: ^ 

personal information of the purchaser of the^product; and 
purchase information. 




32. (Amended) A computer-based/interface for facilitating rebate processing, the 



interface operable to: 

display a plurality of fields for ent 
bearing a rebate; 



user to create a promotion for a product 



receive promotion information^ for the promotion^tfie promotion information 
comprising a product identifier and yaj plurality of disbuF^ment options for receiving an 
authorized rebate, at least one of th^i^iirsement^t'i^n^ a cash value to a recipient 

different than another one of the di^bursekignt^pffions; 

communicate promotion information to a remote rebate processing center; and 
receive a status of the /promotion based on purchases of the product, the status 
indicating a number of rebate Requests for the promotion and a nimiber of authorized rebates 



fiilfiUed for each of the disbursement options for the promotion. 




34. The computer-based interface of Claim 33, wherein the disbursement options 
comprise a cash rebate /Imd a credit voucher. 
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35. The computer-based yinterface of Claim 32, wherein promotion information 
comprises: 

a product identifier; 
an end date for the promotion; and 
a geographic target for the promotion. 

36. The computer-b/^ interface of Claim 32, wherein the interface is operable to 
receive and communicate promotion information repeatedly to create a plurality of 
promotions for the remote r^ate pjocess^ng center. 

37. The computer-based interface of Claim 32/wherein the interface is web-based 

\ I / / . 

and is fiirther operable to commumc^ promotion information and receive a status of the 

promotion electronically/using>tlig.>uemet. 

38. The c^mputer-bai^d int^f^e of Claim 32, wherein the status of the 
promotion comprises 

a number ofirebate requests; and 
abreakagZl 



39. (Canceled) 
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